Unit 3, Session 1

God Made a Covenant with Abraham (Genesis 12-20)

Dear Alliance Kids families,

Think about all of the choices that we have each day. Just in the morning, we have dozens of
different cereals to eat, perhaps that many varieties of milk to pour on top of the cereal, and
nearly as many ways to make coffee to go with it. All of these are choices that we often take for
granted.

Now think about all of the choices God had as He took a significant step in redemptive history
and chose a couple to start a new people from whom the promised Rescuer would come. (Gen.
3:15) We see some of those choices at the tail end of Genesis 11, but we need to remember
that God is not confined to choices like we are. He is all-powerful and sovereign; God had an
infinite number of choices for this critical couple.

So whom did God choose? A man named Abram and his barren wife Sarai. Now that’s a curious
choice, isn’t it? This is the couple whom God would give descendants as numerous as the
stars? (Gen. 15:5) From the world’s perspective, this was a curious choice at best—and a
laughable choice at worst.

But from God’s perspective, Abram and Sarai were a brilliant choice. First, God made it clear
from the inception of this new people that He was the One bringing everything to pass. This
family was special because God clearly worked in them to bring forth children. This is what



Sarai understood when she said, “Who would have told Abraham that Sarah would nurse
children? Yet | have borne a son for him in his old age” (Gen. 21:7). That the son of promise,
Isaac, married a wife, Rebekah—who was also barren—is not a coincidence. (Gen. 25:21) Nor
is it a coincidence that Jesus would be born to a virgin. (Luke 1:34) God is the God who makes
possible that which is impossible, including rescuing people from sin.

Second, it took a while, but in the end, Abram’s faith in God came to fruition because of his
wife’s barrenness. This was his barrier to faith in God. This is what he struggled with for so
many years. But in the end, Abram’s greatest struggle became the greatest kindling of his faith.
God didn’t just begin a people through barrenness; He began a faithful people through it.

God’s covenant with Abram was certainly amazing. But perhaps His choice of Abram in the first
place is even more amazing.

Check out The Gospel Project At Home for resources designed to help you lead a family
worship experience as well as suggestions for morning and evening prayer times and family
activities. To access The Gospel Project At Home copy and paste this link: https://
ministrygrid.lifeway.com/#/easy-link/BSCC/KMMM Or find the link on our Facebook Page: FSJ
Alliance Kids.

FAMILY TALKING POINTS

CHRIST CONNECTION
This is the big idea of how this week’s Bible story points to Jesus.

e Preschool ages 2-4: God sent Jesus to earth as part of Abraham’s family. Jesus saves
people from their sins.

e Kindergarten: God promised to bless all the people in the world through Abraham. God
sent Jesus to earth as part of Abraham’s family. God blesses all the people on earth
through Jesus because Jesus saves people from their sins.

e Grades 1-6: God promised to bless all the world through Abraham. God sent Jesus from
His home in heaven to be born on earth into Abraham’s family. Through Jesus, all the
nations of the earth are blessed because Jesus saves people from their sins.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION & ANSWER
This is an important biblical truth that your child will encounter each week of this unit.

Preschool ages 2-4: \Who makes everything happen? God makes everything happen.
e Kindergarten: Who is in control of everything? God is in control of everything.
e Grades 1-6: Who is in control of everything? God is in control of everything in heaven
and on earth. Nothing is outside of God’s good plan.


https://ministrygrid.lifeway.com/#/easy-link/BSCC/KMMM
https://ministrygrid.lifeway.com/#/easy-link/BSCC/KMMM

KEY PASSAGE
This is a Bible verse that relates to what your child will encounter each week of this unit.
And it’s a verse we are encouraging everyone to memorize!

For | know that the LORD is great;
our Lord is greater than all gods.
The LORD does whatever he
pleases in heaven and on earth,
in the seas and all the depths.
Psalm 135:5-6

** Next week: Melchizedek Blessed Abraham (Genesis 14; Hebrews 5; 7)






